Visite de M. Tadatoshi Akiba, maire de Hiroshima, président de « Mayors for Peace »
Séance académique dimanche 9 novembre 2008

Allocution de M. Paul Helminger, bourgmestre de la Ville de Luxembourg
Mr Mayor,

Dear colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the City of Luxembourg and of the college of aldermen, it is my honour and privilege to welcome you to our city. As the capital of one of Europe’s smallest states, we are particularly proud to receive the president of “Mayors for Peace”, a global network which today boasts 2.422 member cities in 131 states around the globe.

In the course of its history our city has been in the focus of European politics, not for its size but for its geographical situation in between France and Germany. From its origins in the tenth century Luxembourg developed into a town which was to become an important fortress often coveted by the great European powers and had to go through long periods of war and foreign sovereignty. When the fortress was finally dismantled in 1867, the city of Luxembourg was able to extend and eventually develop into what it is today: a world renowned financial and services centre, the economic and cultural centre of a region with 11 million inhabitants and one of the three capitals of the European Union.
But in the 20th century, despite its neutrality, Luxembourg was occupied twice by German troops. Especially the Second World War has left deep scars, even though we were spared an atomic attack. Nevertheless, the suffering our country has experienced still lingers in the minds of our elderly countrymen and women and we put a lot of effort into working with schoolchildren and young people so that the memory will be kept alive but also to make sure that horrors like the 70 million dead of World War 2 cannot happen again. In 1948 our country gave up its neutrality and joined the various international organisations that came into being after WWII in order to prevent the outbreak of armed conflicts: Luxembourg is a founding member of the EU and was host to the first European institutions in 1953. We are also a founding member of the United Nations and of NATO. Our country is convinced that only through international collaboration and solidarity will it be possible to guarantee world peace. But in order to do that, we have to be able to definitely eradicate the nuclear menace from the face of the earth! But there is still a lot of work to do – which is why in 2005 our city has decided to join the “Mayors for Peace” network created in 1982.
Mr Mayor,

Please forgive me for stressing this – but not everyone present here might remember the unbelievable harm caused by the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki: 155.000 people were killed immediately by the explosions and 110.000 people died in the following weeks due to radioactive radiation and a lot more passed away in the aftermath of the bombings, mostly due to diseases related to the effects of the radiation. In Japan, these victims are referred to as “hibakusha”: as of March 31st, 2008, there were 243,692 living “hibakusha” certified by the Japanese government, with an average age of 75 years. 63 years have passed since Hiroshima and Nagasaki and, incredibly enough, the nuclear threat has still not been eliminated! In order to guarantee that this horror will never happen again, we must continue to work hard to eradicate nuclear weapons once and for all.
Mr Mayor,

In your peace declaration issued on August 6, 2008 at a memorial ceremony to mark the sixty-third anniversary of the 1945 atomic bombings of your city and Nagasaki, you said - QUOTE " …the only way to protect citizens from such an attack is the total abolition of nuclear weapons.”
We know that the great majority of people on this planet live in cities. In order to make sure that the horror that struck Hiroshima on the 6th of August 1945 and Nagasaki on the 9th of August 1945 never happens again, we as mayors must stand together in our efforts to realise our ultimate aim: a nuclear-weapon-free world by 2020! In a world in which over half of all the people live in cities we must make our voice heard!
In order to accelerate the process, “Mayors for Peace” in April 2007 launched the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol to supplement the nuclear non-proliferation treaty. I sincerely hope that at the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference in 2010, “Mayors for Peace” will have succeeded in mobilizing thousands of cities to back the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol, a plan of action that calls for an immediate halt to all efforts, including by states who own them, to obtain or deploy nuclear weapons, with a legal ban on all acquisition or use to be implemented by 2015. Thus, it draws a precise roadmap to a nuclear-weapon-free world by 2020.
In preparation for the decisive decade leading up to 2020, I am convinced that we will be expanding the membership, visibility and capacity of our network of Mayors for Peace. I sincerely hope that the 2020 Vision of a nuclear-weapon-free world will become true for the good of humanity! 
Thank you for your attention.

