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Dear Mr. Chairman,

Your Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
 
Firstly, let me express my appreciation for the invitation to address such a respectable audience as the Assembly of the International Parliamentary Association “For Nuclear Disarmament”. The establishment and the activity of your association testifies to the fact that now the parliamentarians of many countries join their efforts at the national and international levels in order to fight for a nuclear-free world.
It is natural and fair, since parliamentarians, being elected by their people, like nobody else feel and express their constituents’ deep aspirations and interests. And rescuing our planet from the sword of Damocles, from the nuclear threat, which is an old dream of mankind, is among them, of course. Now, in you, the global anti-nuclear movement has gained great strength and power.

It is symbolic that today’s high-level forum is taking place in the year of the 20th anniversary of the closure by decree of our President of the world’s largest nuclear test site at Semipalatinsk, despite the objections of the Soviet leadership.

 
Since regaining independence, Kazakhstan and its leader have been true to a consistent and active commitment to the global process of non-proliferation and reduction of nuclear weapons.
 
After the Soviet Union’s collapse, our country inherited a vast nuclear heritage - the world’s fourth largest nuclear arsenal.
 
During the first days of our independence, there was no shortage of foreign emissaries, who sought to persuade President Nazarbayev to keep that lethal arsenal - promising Kazakhstan huge financial compensation and prestige as “the first and only Muslim nuclear weapon state”. 
 
A significant part of our elite of that time also stood for keeping the nuclear arsenal, which they believed would immediately open the way for the then unknown nation to enter the ‘club of nuclear powers’.  That is why it is fair to stress now that the renunciation of nuclear weapons was a courageous and wise decision by President Nazarbayev.
 
During these past 20 years, Kazakhstan has significantly contributed to ensuring regional and global security, and the reduction of the nuclear threat. The infrastructure of the Semipalatinsk nuclear test site was completely dismantled during this period, including the definitive sealing of almost 200 tunnels and boreholes. 
A total of 1,040 nuclear warheads of one megaton TNT equivalent each, 104 SS-18 intercontinental ballistic missiles and 40 TU-95 heavy bombers equipped with Kh-55 cruise missiles with 370 tactical nuclear warheads were destroyed or withdrawn from our territory. A total of 148 missile silos for intercontinental missiles were also destroyed. 

 
But Kazakhstan’s contribution to the non-proliferation regime is not limited to the closure of the nuclear test site and the liquidation of weapons of mass destruction.

 
In 2006, Kazakhstan became one of the founders of the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism jointly launched by Russia and the United States. In 2007, Astana hosted the 3rd Meeting of the member states of this Initiative.
The Central Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty entered into force in March 2009. This Treaty, signed in the long-suffering Semipalatinsk, created the first nuclear-weapon-free zone entirely located in the northern hemisphere, and the first such zone bordering two nuclear powers. This zone is also the first in the world, where nuclear weapons had been stored in the past. Thereby, Kazakhstan and the states of the region have confirmed their commitment to the principles of disarmament and non-proliferation.

Kazakhstan, possessing some of the largest reserves of uranium in the world and being the leader in its extraction, stands for the development of the peaceful atom under the auspices of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and supports international efforts to strengthen the security of the nuclear fuel cycle and eliminate the risks of proliferation of fissile materials.

In this regard, in April 2009 President Nazarbayev declared Kazakhstan’s readiness to host an international nuclear fuel bank under the auspices of the IAEA. Today, this esteemed organization is considering our proposal. We believe Kazakhstan’s candidacy fully complies with all possible requirements as the country which the world community can entrust with such a bank. We are convinced that with the goodwill of all states interested in secure development of peaceful atomic energy, this idea will be implemented, and the international community will obtain another effective non-proliferation mechanism.

At the same time we believe that it is time to further strengthen the regime of non-proliferation and reduce the amount of weapons of mass destruction. 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As it is well known, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty is the product of the nuclear restraint doctrine formulated during the Cold War epoch. Despite the large number of conflict situations over these years, the world managed to avoid using nuclear weapons. 

However, the noble goals of the prevention of nuclear weapons proliferation beyond the borders of the ‘nuclear five’ and nuclear arsenals disarmament on the part of this ‘nuclear five’, set out in the Treaty in 1968, have never been achieved. The Treaty was neither able to prevent the emergence of new nuclear states, nor able to ban the development of weapons of mass destruction by the members of the ‘nuclear club’.

Today, the whole set of agreements regulating this sphere should address current global events, and the responsibility of all states - primarily nuclear states - should be to reduce nuclear weapons in the optic of a gradual and final elimination of arsenals. 

In particular, Kazakhstan stands for the soonest entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. In 2008, Kazakhstan hosted the CTBT Organization’s on-site integrated inspection field experiment. This large-scale event further contributed to the strengthening of the non-proliferation regime. 

The world must now unite to revive the chances of that Treaty to exist as an efficient restraint mechanism. By means of joint efforts, we should persuade the nine countries - which have either not signed the Treaty, or have not yet ratified it, and without whose involvement it becomes meaningless and void, to do the necessary.


In addition, we believe it is important to begin early negotiations on elaborating the Fissile Materials Cut-off Treaty for nuclear weapons and other nuclear explosive devices.


The most important and essential proposal of Kazakhstan is to strengthen and make efficient the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. The world should recognize that the Treaty has become asymmetric - providing for sanctions against non-nuclear countries only. The nuclear powers calling for the prohibition of nuclear weapon development should set an example by reducing and renouncing their own nuclear arsenals.

If the world community does not succeed in the foreseeable future in halting the ongoing weapons expansion of those states possessing nuclear weapons, the concept of nuclear restraint may completely lose its meaning. Only a steady decrease in the number of nuclear weapons, a total rejection of horizontal and vertical proliferation by all members of the international community, control over proliferation and non-discriminatory use of nuclear energy and technology for peaceful purposes under the complete supervision of the IAEA is the way ahead. There is no alternative. 


That is why at the Washington Nuclear Security Summit in April 2010, the President of Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev, put forward an initiative to elaborate of a new universal Treaty on Comprehensive Horizontal and Vertical Nuclear Non-Proliferation, and called upon the United Nations to adopt the Universal Declaration of a Nuclear Weapons Free World, which reflects the determination of all states to move towards a nuclear-free world step-by-step.


The head of our state emphasized the non-proliferation and nuclear threat reduction issues at the Nuclear Security Summit in New York in September this year.
Just three days ago, these problems have become a topic for discussion for experts, well known public activists and politicians, members of parliaments of many countries at an International Forum for a Nuclear Weapons-Free World in Kazakhstan’s capital city of Astana.

All of its participants unanimously supported the call from President Nursultan Nazarbayev for a need to unite and redouble the efforts of all peoples in order to free our planet from the nuclear weapons and adopted a Declaration of a Nuclear Weapons Free World.

It is difficult to overestimate the role of the parliamentarians from different countries, your role, ladies and gentlemen, in achieving this noble goal since the goal of your gathering is nuclear disarmament. 
The UN resolution proclaiming, at Kazakhstan’s initiative August 29, the day of the closure of the Semipalatinsk nuclear test site, as the International Day against Nuclear Tests, also calls for the unification of efforts of the people of good will. 

I believe that this day will hold the rightful place in the activities of the International Parliamentary Association “For Nuclear Disarmament”.
Ladies and Gentlemen!

In these days of globalization and against the background of unprecedented disturbances of the world’s economies and other complicated developments, it is impossible to overstate the importance of taking more decisive steps to complete nuclear disarmament. Today, the challenges are as great as the opportunities for success are unique.

I am convinced that if all people of goodwill from all states, sincerely strive to build a nuclear weapon free world through uniting their efforts and persistently fighting to achieve this high and noble goal, we will make our world safer and better.
I sincerely wish you success in your very hard and noble work.
Thank you for attention.
