Speech of Dr. Guy Morin, Mayor of Basel and Associate Member of the Mayors for Peace 2020Vision Campaign, to a meeting of the Parliamentarians for Nuclear Nonproliferation and Disarmament in Bern, Switzerland, October 15, 2011.
I want to thank PNND for inviting me to make this special contribution to your meeting.
It is probably impossible to make a reliable estimate of the likelihood of a nuclear catastrophe.  What are the chances is will occur while we meet, in coming days, or in the coming weeks?  Part of the difficulty is that the most probably way for catastrophe to unfold is the one we cannot foresee or even imagine.   What we DO know is that the world is wired to make large scale nuclear war in a matter of minutes.  We also know that if a terrorist group gets its hands on a nuclear weapon it will be used in a matter of days.   And we know that a tranquil world can be plunged into deep crisis in a matter weeks.    Each of these scenario leads directly to a mayor seeing his city and its citizens destroyed, that is, if he or she is not killed instantly.
So you will not be surprised to learn that “Cities are not targets!” is the key relaying cry of Mayors for Peace.   But I want to assure you we are not being narrowly self-interested here – as fully justified as that would be under the circumstances!
“Cities are not targets!” has a second meaning.  Unlike the terrorists’ days-scenario in which a single city is destroyed, in the minutes- and weeks-scenarios, many cities are destroyed, either inadvertently because of the false warning of attack triggering a launch-before-impact ‘retaliatory’ strike or intentionally as an act of desperation  in a crisis.   The incineration of as few as a dozen major metropolises would be a catastrophe for the entire world.  As great as the initial carnage would be for the targeted cities, that death toll would be dwarfed by the decade-long famine that followed.  
I should tell you that I am a doctor by training.  I became active against the nuclear threat through membership in IPPNW, the 198? Nobel Peace Prize winning organization of physicians.   We know a bit about malnutrition and disease.  When the combustion experts tell us nuclear explosions trigger firestorms; and climatologists tell us the smoke and soot will get trapped in the upper atmosphere; and the agriculturalist tell us that diminished solar warming and rain will lead to global crop failures; we doctors can estimate how many will die of starvation and succumb to pandemic.  It is not a pretty picture: the incineration of just a dozen major metropolises – with a death toll in the tens of millions – would be followed by the deaths of over one billion people worldwide.  A nuclear exchange involve the thousands of launch-ready nuclear weapons would plunge the world into a mini-Ice Age, pushing most large animals to the edge of extinction, including us.
I am proud to say that the Swiss Government is one of the few governments in the world that dares to squarely face these scientifically-based findings and begin to draw some new conclusions.  They also have put their money where their mouth is:  not only are they funding research by doctors in IPPNW; they funded a seminar in Geneva organized by Mayors for Peace to bring these new insights to the attention of the government representative to the relevant UN bodies there.
Mayors for Peace would like to work together with parliamentarians to bring this vital information to the attention of the citizens of our cities and to our governments around the world.  We are designing an exhibition for use in City Halls and other public spaces.  It should be displayed in every parliament of the world.  Indeed, parliaments should hold hearings on these findings and invite not only the scientists and doctors, but also mayors to testify.  We must get out the warning that this gamble on nuclear deterrence is unnecessary and unnecessarily dangerous; Mayors for Peace calls it ‘reckless endangerment.’
The alternative to deterrence was well known even before nuclear weapons burst onto the scene in August 1945: weapons of mass destruction should be abolished.  The very first resolution of the United General Assembly in January 1946, underscored the urgency of banning nuclear weapons.  The Cold War undermined that good intention.  But the Cold War has been over now for twenty years.  We are no longer stuck with nuclear deterrence; it is time to return the far superior, far safer option, abolition.  Our job is straight forward: establish a nuclear-weapon-free world without any delay, i.e. urgently!  
But we are up against a well-entrenched complacency.  Some ‘responsible’ people do not want to hear about nuclear famine, because it upsets their deterrence applecart.  They have become attached to the ‘prestige’ of nuclear weapon ownership, and they assert that nuclear policy – including the first use of nuclear weapons – is not only the cornerstone of their own security but also the foundation of international security and stability.  They ask us to ‘believe’ – their position is strictly ‘faith-based’ – that they can manage deterrence perfectly so there is nothing to be concerned about. 
The people of Japan heard much the same about nuclear power.  For fifty years nuclear energy helped to power Japan’s economic miracle … until March 11, when all hell broke loose at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station.   Man is imperfect, his inventions are imperfect, and nature is full of surprises.  Japan has been hurt badly by the Great Eastern Earthquake, but it will recover.   But the world simply cannot afford the nuclear-war catastrophe that patiently waits to be unleashed at any moment.  
We must confront this complacency and this misguided faith head on.  Any leader who consciously ignores this science-based warning and continues to approach the challenge of establishing a nuclear-weapon-free world in a piecemeal, step-by-baby-step fashion is guilty of gross negligence of the highest order.  Steps – nearly every one proposed – are all well and good, but unless they get us all the way to our destination they are inadequate.  If there is only the capacity to deal with one measure at a time, then increase the capacity.  The neglect of this issue has gone on for so long, that it is time for a major catch-up effort.   All governments are under an obligation, as found by the International Court of Justice in 1996, to pursue negotiations in good faith leading to nuclear-disarmament in all its aspects.  Part of that good faith is mobilizing the capacity to live up to it.  
In 2003, Mayors for Peace pegged 2020 as the year the world should aim to be nuclear-weapon-free.    Eight years have been essential squandered.  But way back in 1987, Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev exchanged the following words in Reykjavik:
Reagan: "Let me ask you this: Do we have in mind -- and I think it would be good -- that by the end of the two five-year periods all nuclear explosive devices would be eliminated, including bombs, battlefield weapons, cruise missiles, submarine weapons, intermediate-range systems, and so on?" 
Gorbachev: "We could say that, list all those weapons" 
Nearly half of the weapons they possessed at that time have now been eliminated.  So surely the coming nine years are sufficient to complete the task.   Surely, the entire world should be giving this their very best effort and highest priority.
Many mayors are, and I know many parliamentarians are.  There are now over 5000 cities in the Mayors for Peace network comprising almost one billion people.  This makes us three times larger that the United States and one third the size of India and China combined.  Stalin famously observed – overlooking the Swiss Guard! – “The Vatican has no battalions.”  Well, cities have no nuclear weapons,  but there is no question that our numbers impress.   In several countries, Parliamentarians for Nuclear Nonproliferation and Disarmament helped us recruit members.  It is now time for Mayors for Peace to return the favor.  I understand that next year you want to wind up with 2012 MPs in your ranks.  Mayors for Peace must help in every way to ensure your success.  We want PNND to have impress numbers as well, so that together we can have real clout.
Mayors represent the people from where they live; parliamentarians in the seat of government.  Government are quite accustomed to hearing from parliamentarians about the concerns of their constituents, it’s you job after all.  But when they hear the same message about a national and international concern from a mayor, especially mayors of major cities, national leaders sit up and take notice.  So next time you feel your national leaders are not really listen, are not picking up on the urgency of all this, help a mayor – or a delegation of mayors – convey the message.  Please keep in mind the suggestion to hold a hearing on nuclear famine to which you call upon mayors to testify.  And don’t forget to display our poster exhibit in your parliament building.
A breakthrough is possible if we convey as genuine sense of urgency and demand the same of our national leaders.  I wish you success in all your meetings here in Bern.  






