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Greetings, fellow parliamentarians:
It is truly an honour to welcome you to the 2011 PNND Annual Assembly.  
Over the past year, we have been gathering momentum around key elements in the effort to free the world of nuclear weapons.  Perhaps one of the most remarkable shifts was the movement in support of the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East.  Not only did the United Nations General Assembly adopt language in support of such an effort by consensus, but the 2010 NPT Review Conference also resulted in a clear mandate for the UN Secretary General to remain seized of the matter by convening a conference on the issue in 2012.  
As this date is fast approaching, the time is ripe for developing clear and well-considered recommendations on a Middle East Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and other Weapons of Mass Destruction and the role to be played by parliamentarians.  We have the opportunity to mobilize our network in support of this effort.  The dedication and wisdom already demonstrated by so many of you will be an invaluable contribution as we move forward on this truly global undertaking.
The success of this endeavour would represent a momentous step in global nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament – one that could potentially move other previously deadlocked channels and bring additional partners to the table. 
I humbly present this challenge to you.  Building the framework for a nuclear weapons-free world starts here.

Lieutenant-General, the Honourable Roméo dallaire, (Ret’d), Senator
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