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[image: ]	It will take a combination of enlightened governments, more knowledgeable parliamentarians, and the steady development of civil society activists to build a world agenda for peace, starting with the elimination of nuclear weapons, that not even the recalcitrant elements of the military-industrial complex can counter. Nuclear disarmament is a social movement, and social movements when they mature become unstoppable. The endings of slavery, colonialism, and apartheid are all examples of social movements that, at first, were ignored by establishment thinking, then vigorously opposed, before at last becoming a basis for a new social order.

	Sometimes, in the struggle to delegitimize nuclear weapons, it seems that fear is winning over hope. With the world in turmoil, with terrorism a constant threat, nuclear defenders trade on fears that without the ultimate weapon we would succumb to evil forces. It is hard to constantly mount the values of hope that an enlightened humanity can put behind it the instruments of evil that endanger all life. However, in fear versus hope, hope must win because hope in a better future is the constant that has always driven humanity forward. 

	The worst thing that anti-nuclear-weapons campaigners could do at this moment would be to lose heart, fearing that the forces against nuclear disarmament are too powerful to overcome, that the nuclear mountain is too big to climb. The nuclear disarmament movement must maintain confidence that it is on the right side of history. The world, at least, is moving closer to the construction of a treaty that would ban all nuclear weapons. Even if another generation is required to complete this work, what counts today is that measurable and irreversible progress to this goal be achieved. Parliamentarians can make this possible.
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