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Nuclear Disarmament: A Compass Point for 

Progress and Accountability 

24 OCTOBER (UNITED NATIONS DAY) AT UN HEADQUARTERS, NEW YORK

ROOM 7
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On October 24, 2011 (United Nations Day), the EastWest Institute, the Global Security Institute, and the Center for Non-Proliferation Studies will convene a high-level consultation at the United Nations with the Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon participating, to promote breakthroughs in accountability for reduction of nuclear weapons. 

Objectives
1. Evaluate progress made since October 2008 towards long-term goals in nuclear disarmament, specifically towards implementing the Secretary-General’s five-point proposal for disarmament and identify and advocate new opportunities for progress.

2. Identify next steps for holding states accountable for their commitments to reduce their reliance on nuclear weapons.

3. Mobilize international will to reconcile current nuclear postures, deployments and missions with political commitments.

Outcome and Impact
A report from the consultation will highlight the main outcomes and recommendations of the consultation. It will be finalized and printed by mid-December 2011. The Partners will pursue a rigorous dissemination, advocacy, and outreach strategy to promote the findings and outcomes from the consultation. The Partners will:
1. Circulate the findings and related publications under personal letters to all Ministers of Defense and all Foreign Ministers across the globe.

2. Distribute the report to their high-level networks of government officials, parliamentarians, diplomats, policymakers, retired military professionals, and academics.

3. Promote the findings through a series of high-level one-on-one advocacy meetings and roundtable presentations in major capitals.

4. Publicize the outcomes, successes, and concrete actions in the international media.
 

Background
On October 24, 2008 the EastWest Institute, the Global Security Institute, the Center for Nonproliferation Studies and other partners convened an international consultation on weapons of mass destruction at the United Nations headquarters in New York. The event drew experts and luminaries from around the world, including UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, who delivered the keynote speech, former U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency Mohamed ElBaradei, Russian Ambassador to the U.S., Sergey Kislyak, and leaders from other countries including China, India, Japan, and Pakistan.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon introduced his five-point proposal for disarmament for concrete measures to achieve practical progress towards a world free of nuclear weapons. In his proposal, Ban urged, inter alia:      

I. STRENGTHEN DISARMAMENT: All parties to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, especially the nuclear-weapon States, should fulfill its requirement to enter into negotiations on nuclear disarmament, which could focus on either a convention or framework of agreements banning nuclear-weapons.

II. SECURITY ASSURANCES: The nuclear-weapon States could assure non-nuclear-weapon States that they will not be the subject of the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons.  

III. RULE OF LAW: Unilateral moratoria on conduct is insufficient. Nuclear arrangements and agreements (e.g. a ban on testing, nuclear-weapon-free zones, fissile material treaty, and strengthened safeguards under the IAEA and Additional Protocols) need to be accepted by States and brought into full legal force. 

IV. TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY: The nuclear Powers could also expand the amount of information they publish about the size of their arsenals, stocks of fissile material, and specific disarmament achievements, provide such information to the UN Secretariat, and disseminate it more widely.  

V. COMPLEMENTARY MEASURES: Complementary measures are needed such as the elimination of other types of WMD; new efforts against WMD terrorism; limits on conventional arms; and new weapons bans, including of missiles and space weapons.

The consultation produced a number of practical recommendations and proposals.  The links below provide the event reports and relevant articles.
http://www.ewi.info/ewi-leading-push-un-breakthrough-wmd-0 (EWI Report)

http://www.gsinstitute.org/gsi/archives/10_24_08_NWC.htm (GSI Report)

http://cns.miis.edu/inventory/pdfs/CD_NWC.pdf (Draft Nuclear Weapons Convention by CNS.)
Since that breakthrough consultation, the international community has made substantive advances towards long-term objectives in nonproliferation and disarmament. 
In December 2009, the Prime Ministers of Japan and Australia presented the Report of the International Commission on Nuclear Non-proliferation and Disarmament, “Eliminating Nuclear Threats: A Practical Agenda for Global Policymakers”. Among the more significant of the report’s 76 recommendations are:

· The setting of a medium term ‘minimization point’ target - to be reached by 2025 - of a world with less than 2,000 nuclear warheads - a more than 90 per cent reduction of present nuclear arsenals. 

· A suggested approach to moving forward the issue of a weapons of mass destruction free zone in the Middle East. 

· A plea for early movement by the nuclear-armed states on refining their nuclear doctrine to limit the role of nuclear weapons and give unequivocal assurances that they will not be used against non-nuclear weapons states, and for a rethinking of existing approaches to ‘extended deterrence’ . 

· Strong support for the continued delegitimization of nuclear weapons.

In March 2010, the United States and Russia negotiated the New START Treaty that will significantly reduce their nuclear arsenals. In April 2010, 47 states committed to strengthen nuclear security and reduce the threat of nuclear terrorism at the Nuclear Security Summit in Washington DC. Some states and security organizations have begun reevaluations of security doctrines with a view deemphasizing the role of nuclear weapons.  Furthermore, the Final Document of the 2010 NPT Review Conference, which was unanimously adopted, outlines an ambitious 64-point action plan on nonproliferation, disarmament, and peaceful use of nuclear energy with a view to the “total elimination of nuclear weapons.” There are also numerous significant civil society initiatives to advance nuclear disarmament. For example, the Nuclear Security Project of NTI, Global Zero, ICANN, the Middle Powers Initiative, the Nobel Peace Laureates Summit, and the United Religions Initiative are but a few. 

However, we should not ignore the insight of the prestigious Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) in its Yearbook 2011 in addressing the cuts in the arsenals of Russia and U.S. under the START treaty: "But both countries currently are either deploying new nuclear weapon delivery systems, or have announced programmes to do so, and appear determined to retain their nuclear arsenals for the indefinite future.”

Moreover, nuclear weapons controversies rage in regional hotspots and necessary nonproliferation constraints, such as a fissile material cut off treaty or entry and entry into force of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, remain to be achieved Issues of missile proliferation, shifting balances in conventional weaponry technologies, the possible weaponization of space, and possible pre-emptive use of cyber weapons increasingly complicate older calculations of strategic stability.

At the 2008 consultation, the overwhelming consensus that political and military obstacles continue to hinder bilateral and multilateral efforts towards disarmament and nonproliferation. The high-level panel agreed that states and international organizations must build more political momentum to ensure that the international community can take stronger practical technical steps towards a world free of nuclear weapons.
Format
The consultation, to be held on 24 October 2011, will begin with opening remarks by the UN Secretary-General, reflecting on progress made towards his proposal, and two other high profile world figures to be followed by two morning plenary sessions with recognized experts. In the afternoon, three breakthrough working groups will be convened to discuss the next steps towards advancing the necessary framework to achieve a nuclear weapons free world, technical and political steps needed for greater accountability and verification, and addressing the causes and effects of the nuclear umbrella and advancing negative security assurances. 

INQUIRIES: Please contact EWI in New York (Raymond Karam, rkaram@ewi.info) or Brussels (Greg Austin, gaustin@ewi.info).

NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT:

A COMPASS POINT FOR PROGRESS AND ACCOUNTABILITY

10.00-10:10 AM
Welcome: 
Mr John Mroz, CEO and President, EastWest Institute
Mr Jonathon Granoff, President Global Security Institute  

10:10-11:30 AM
Seizing the Moment: Highest Priority Steps for 2012 




Keynote Speech - UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon (Scheduled, tbc)
Chair: Mr Francis Finlay, Co-Chair, EastWest Institute 

Panel Chair: Jayantha Dhanapala, President, Pugwash
Dr Henry Kissinger, former Secretary of State, USA 

Ambassador Sergey I. Kislyak, Russia (tbc) 
General (ret.) Michael T. Moseley, USA, (tbc)
Mani Shankar Aiyar, India

Jonathon Granoff, President Global Security Institute (USA) 

11.30 AM – 11.45 AM

Networking Break

11.45 AM -1.00 PM
Panel 2: Towards Accountability of States for Eliminating Nuclear Weapons
Chair:  Sergio Duarte, Under Secretary General UN 

Ambassador Richard Butler, Australia 
Designated Facilitator for Middle East Nuclear weapons Free Zone
  

Dr Tian Jianqun, Director of the Center for Arms Control and International Security Studies, CIIS, China 

Dr William Potter, Director, Sam Nunn and Richard Lugar Professor, James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies (USA) 

1.00 PM–1.45 PM
Walk to Break-out Group Locations, Light Lunch on site
1.45 PM-4.45 PM
BREAKOUT GROUPS

· Group #1: Nuclear Disarmament through a Nuclear Weapons Convention or a Framework of Agreements?  (Mission of Switzerland and GSI Co-host)

· Group #2:  The Obligation for Accountability on Weapons and Doctrines (EWI Host)
· Group #3: Extended Deterrence (CNS Host)
· Group #4: Nuclear Weapons Free Zones and Negative Security Assurances (Mission of Kazakhstan and CNS Co-host)
· Group #5: Parliamentary Action Plans (GSI/PNND Host)

“A world free of nuclear weapons would be a global good of the highest order… 


when disarmament advances, the world advances.”





United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in his address to the EastWest Institute, 24 October 2008


ECOSOC Chamber, United Nations, New York NY











� For a preview of EWI in the international media, please visit www.ewi.info.


� Yet to be named.
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