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Why still worried 

about nuclear 

weapons?

Å 20,000 nuclear weapons 

remaining in nuclear arsenals, 

approximately 3000 on high 

alert 

Å Risk of nuclear weapons use 

in regional conflicts such as 

India v Pakistan or Israel v 

Iran

Å Potential for proliferation to 

additional countries or to non -

State actors

Å Potential proliferation provides 

rationale for pre -emptive war 

such as against Iraq

Å Nuclear doctrines are 

widening the role for nuclear 

weapons



Nuclear Overkill

11 Megatons

Explosive 
Energy Yield

World War II, Korean War & 
Vietnam combined

Explosive 
Energy Yield

Todayôs Nuclear Weapons

6,000 Megatons



Kofi Annan ïformer UN Secretary-General

òThe world is not just sleepwalking towards disaster. In 
truth, it is worse than that ðwe are asleep at the 
controls of a fast -moving aircraft. Unless we wake up 
and take control, the outcome is all too predictable.ó



Spiritual/ethical/religious imperative

We have yet to see what 

impact the nuclear bomb will 

have on the human soul

Gandhi on hearing about the nuclear  

bombing of Hiroshima



Denizens of the Deep

Out of sight ïout of mind

Nuclear weapons hidden 

away in submarines and 

missile silos


