Drone strikes and Pakistan; the White House on bioweapons; development ...

Hello Visitor | LOGIN or REGISTER Subscribe  Place An Ad  LAT Store  Jobs

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/letters/la-le-wednesday16-2009d...

Cars Real Estate Rentals Foreclosures More Classifieds

flos fi\ngelez‘i Times  opiNioN

LOCAL U.S.&WORLD BUSINESS SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT HEALTH LIVING TRAVEL OPINION MORE

There's a wary o find your j

Search GO

EDITORIALS OP-ED LETTERS OPINION L.A.
IN THE NEWS: HEALTHCARE | BRITTANY MURPHY | POLANSKI | EAST COASTSTORM | STATION FIRE
s = A
. At
Jw News yourself... -iﬁ‘ o s ‘
st ARCELUCERE s {)0rth {Pole - Netos

#2 Add Name

n“
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Drone strikes and Pakistan: the White House on
bioweapons; development in Playa Vista

12 3 next | single page

ADS BY GOOGLE December 16, 2009

How to make electricity: ) )
$198 homeowner's kit that power B4 E-mail @ Print
Co execs tried to outlaw in 18
states.

www.Power4AllHomes.org

Share « = TextSize

Down on drones

Re “Drone plan opens new war front,” Dec. 14
Blood Pressure Discovery

Hugh Downs Reports: Artery
clearing secret from Nobel Prize
Winner
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Using our Predator drones to attack targets in a "sprawling
city” of 850,000, The Times says, "risks rupturing
Washington's relationship with Islamabad."

I'll tell you very clearly: It will guarantee a rupture between my
government and myself and cost the president what little shred
of faith I still have in him.
The Times reports, in sterile, coldblooded terms, that our military has carried out 48 attacks by
unmanned Predator and Reaper aircraft this year alone. Yet 10 is the number of supposedly high-level

Taliban leaders you estimate we've killed.

Were the remaining targets empty buildings? Or have we already taken hundreds, perhaps thousands,
of lives through our cowardly actions?

Jon Williams
Goleta

International law recognizes the use of aerial attacks only for hardened military targets. The use of the
drones to kill people is extrajudicial execution, which is banned by international law.

Michael Haas

Los Angeles

Biological weapons hazards

Re “Defenseless on bioweapons,” Editorial, Dec. 12

Characterizing the Obama administration's decision to not support international monitoring of the
Biological Weapons Convention as "ducking the issue" manifests a serious misunderstanding of how to

reduce biological weapons threats.

Bioweapons are as serious a danger as nuclear weapons. They can be made anywhere and moved
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evervwhere, and could be used repeatedly to cause widespread terror and death. A contagious agent
would spread to the United States from wherever it's released.

Last week, the administration set forth a detailed global strategy for countering biothreats that focuses
on strengthening global public health, overseeing bioscience advances and strengthening law

enforcement.
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