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A GENERAL CONCERN, A BURNING QUESTION: THE WEAPONIZATION OF OUTER SPACE 

Dr. Hans Blix (WMD Commission, Stockholm) - Ambassador Robert Grey (BSG, Washington) – Dr. Patricia Lewis (UNIDIR, Geneva)

WEDNESDAY 9 MAY – Plenary Room A – ACV- The Global Security Institute, co-sponsored by the Government of Sweden and the Secure World Foundation, will host a lunchtime panel, entitled “Weapons in Space and the Disarmament/Nonproliferation Regime.” With increasing sophistication of dual-use technologies and plans on the part of the US Pentagon and other countries to weaponize space, the need for a multilateral regime governing peaceful uses of outer space is of unprecedented urgency. GSI, in its ongoing efforts to promote cooperative security in space, is holding this meeting to relay the importance of outer space security and its relevance to the legal regime of the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

Threats to space assets grow with our ever-increasing uses of outer space. Commercial, civilian, and military interests are all vulnerable to interruptions caused by over-populated orbital paths and debris interference. Risks posed by these dangers will only increase should one or several countries actively pursue space weapons programs. In addition to the enormous debris caused by weapons tests, active anti-satellite systems could deter investment in peaceful uses of outer space, and smother the prospects for increased economic cooperation in space. 

Several proposals currently exist for advancing a security regime in outer space, varying from voluntary, behavior-modifying regimes to more comprehensive, legally-binding treaties prohibiting entire classes of weapons systems. The legal foundations of the latter option are already in place, in the form of UN resolutions and the 1967 Outer Space Treaty, and there is widespread state support for a rules-based regime. Proposed treaties are designed to go beyond confidence building measures and provide for such security measures as preventing of weapons placement in outer space, the prohibiting intentional destruction of space assets, and making clear distinctions between civilian and military use of space.

At present, no country has deployed weapons in outer space. Yet, according to Jonathan Dean, former US ambassador for arms control, “humanity is on the verge of an irreversible shift to active, destructive, military use of outer space, a global revolution in human security which will almost certainly surpass in significance the introduction of nuclear weapons.” It is of vital importance that we discuss the various proposals for a cooperative legal regime in outer space and decide now on the best way to move forward on the issue.

The panel will take place in Plenary Room A of the Austria Center Vienna on Wednesday, May 9 from 1:15-3 PM. Speakers will include Dr. Hans Blix (WMD Commission), Dr. Patricia Lewis (UNIDIR), and Ambassador (Ret.) Robert Grey (former US ambassador to the Conference on Disarmament). GSI President, Mr. Jonathan Granoff, will chair the discussion. Ambassador Henrik Salander of Sweden will provide opening remarks. 
GSI is a non-governmental organization dedicated to strengthening international cooperation and security based on the rule of law. GSI provides support and encouragement for journalists seeking to provide sound information on nuclear weapons and space security. 
For more information, see: www.gsinstitute.org.
