February 19, 2010

President Barack H. Obama 

The White House 

Washington, DC 20500

United States of America

Dear President Obama,

We are writing to you as members of the Diet of Japan, the only country to have experienced nuclear bombings.

In your speech in Prague in April last year, you renewed your pledge to work for “a world without nuclear weapons,” which was one of your election campaign promises. In the speech, you also stated that “as the only nuclear power to have used a nuclear weapon, the United States has a moral responsibility to act” toward the abolition of nuclear weapons. We believe your statement is very important and has historical significance both for the people of the country that experienced nuclear devastation and for humanity more generally.

This year will be very important in terms of taking concrete steps toward the goal you stated. There will be a nuclear security summit in April and the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty Review Conference in May. Prior to those events, the Nuclear Posture Review (NPR), which will guide the nuclear policy of your country, is scheduled to be submitted to Congress.  

As members of the Diet of the only country to have experienced nuclear bombings, we believe we have “a moral responsibility” to support your efforts for the abolition of nuclear weapons with all our strength, and declare that: 
· We fully support the policy objectives of moving toward a world without nuclear weapons as outlined in your speech in Prague in April 2009.
· We strongly desire that the United States immediately adopt a declaratory policy stating that the “sole purpose” of U.S. nuclear weapons is to deter others from using such weapons against the United States or U.S. allies, in accordance with the recommendation of the International Commission on Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament (ICNND) Report. 
· We are firmly convinced that Japan will not seek the road toward possession of nuclear weapons if the U.S. adopts a “sole purpose” policy.
· We strongly desire that U.S. nuclear policy should exclude any option that would violate Japan’s “Three Non-Nuclear Principles.”
· We support your efforts to conclude a new START agreement with Russia mandating significant reductions in each country’s deployed strategic forces.
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· We support your efforts to quickly ratify the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) and to negotiate a Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty (FMCT).
We hope that our declaration will contribute to your policy decisions. In closing, we pray that the friendship between Japan and the United States will continue to grow.

Sincerely yours,

Signatories:
Members of the House of Representatives

Tomoko Abe　
Shino Aihara　

Masao Akamatsu　
Shinsuke Amiya

Atsushi Chugo　

Ryuichi Doi 　

Seiichiro Dokyu　
Yasuyuki Eda

Yukio Edano　

Osamu Fujimura　
Kazue Fujita　

Norihiko Fujita

Akio Fukuda　

Eriko Fukuda　

Nobuyuki Fukushima　
Koichiro Gemba

Yoshio Hachiro　
Hiroshi Hamamoto 　
Hiroki Hanasaki 　
Ben Hashimoto 

Hiroaki Hashimoto　
Akihiro Hatsushika　
Ryoichi Hattori 　
Hideo Hiraoka 

Tairou Hirayama　
Hiranao Honda 　
Koichiro Ichimura　
Fumihiko Igarashi

Yasuko Ikenobo　
Masato Imai　

Tetsuo Inami　

Hisashi Inatsu　

Mitsuji Ishida　

Noritoshi Ishida　
Yoshihiro Ishida　
Eiko Ishige

Keiichi Ishii　

Keiki Ishiyama　
Takashi Ishizeki　
Masao Ishizu

Masaaki Kakinuma　
Mito Kakizawa　
Tadashi Kanamori　
Gaku Kato

Takahiro Kawagoe　
Tomotaro Kawashima　
Hiroshi Kawauchi　
Takashi Kii

Toru Kikawada　
Makiko Kikuta　
Chiyomi Kobayashi　
Koki Kobayashi

Issei Koga　

Takaaki Koga　

Yoko Komiyama　
Hisaaki Komuro

Kazuya Kondo 　
Shoichi Kondo　
Taro Kono　

Kazuko Koori

Sadatoshi Kumagai　
Takahiro Kuroiwa　
Mari Kushibuchi　
Isao Kuwabara

Kimiko Kyouno　
Daisuke Matsumoto　
Hirotaka Matsuoka　
Inao Minayoshi

Mitsuo Mitani 　
Daisuke Miyajima 　
Tetsuo Morimoto　
Hiroyuki Moriyama
Takako Nagae　

Masaharu Nakagawa　
Osamu Nakagawa　
Masaki Nakajima

Yashuhiro Nakane　
Kansei Nakano　
Takatoshi Nakashima　
Hirobumi Niki 

Hiroyoshi Nishi 　
Yasutoshi Nishimura　
Mai Ohara　

Akihiro Ohata

Kei Ohtani　

Hiroko Oizumi　
Mitsunori Okamoto　
Soichiro Okuno

Takanori Onishi　
Tetsuo Saito　

Tsuyoshi Saito　

Naoto Sakaguchi

Takehiro Sakaguchi　
Yuko Sato

Masanao Shibahashi
Yasumasa Shigeno

Takashi Shinohara　
Yasuhisa Shiozaki　
Yoichi Shiraishi 　
Seiki Soramoto
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Yoshinori Suematsu　
Hiroshi Sugekawa 
Kazumi Sugimoto 　
Nubuhiko Suto

Muneo Suzuki 　
Kaname Tajima　
Michiyo Takagi　
Takashi Takai

Yoshiaki Takaki 　
Mamoru Takano　
Tsutomu Takamura　
Denny Tamaki

Kimiyoshi Tamaki　
Tomoko Tamaki　
Yuichiro Tamaki　
Keishu Tanaka

Kantoku Teruya　
Yoshio Tezuka　
Shogo Tsugawa　
Megumu Tsuji 

Nobutaka Tsutsui　
Yukio Ubukata　
Akashi Uchikoshi　
Yoshio Urushibara

Takashi Wada 　
Yasuhiko Wakai　
Tsuyoshi Yamaguchi　
Ikuo Yamahana

Gosei Yamamoto　
Tatsumaru Yamaoka　
Koichi Yamauchi 　
Maya Yamazaki

Hajime Yatagawa　
Takahiro Yokomichi　
Katsuhiko Yokomitsu　
TsunehikoYoshida

Hideo Yoshiizum       Masashige Yoshikawa   Shunji Yuhara 
Chobin Zukeran

Members of the House of Councillors
Kumiko Aihara

Kiyohiro Araki

Satsuki Eda

Sadao Fuchigami

Kenzo Fujisue

Yukihisa Fujita

Koushin Fujitani

Mizuho Fukushima

Shinkun Haku

Masayoshi Hamada
Yumiko Himei

Tatsuo Hirano

Wakako Hironaka
Kazuo Hirotomo

Shuji Ikeguchi

Tadashi Inuzuka

Ken Kagaya

Ikuo Kamei

Mieko Kamimoto
Ryuhei Kawada 

Yoriko Kawaguchi
Minoru Kawasaki 
Hisashi Kazama 
Naoki Kazama 

Shokichi Kina

Masamichi Kondo
Azuma Konno

Kentoro Kudo 

Takeshi Maeda

Hiroe Makiyama

Nobuo Matsuno

Toru Matsuoka

Naoki Minezaki

Masashi Mito 

Shunichi Mizuoka
Kunihiko Muroi

Masayoshi Nataniya
Motoyuki Odachi
Toshio Ogawa

Masako Ohkawara

Kusuo Ohshima 

Hisako Oishi 

Tomiko Okazaki

Tsutomu Okubo

Yukishige Okubo
Mitsuru Sakurai

Yuji Sawa

Atsuko Shimoda

Kazuyoshi Shirahama
Kotaro Tamura

Masaaki Taniai

Kuniko Tanioka

Yukio Tomioka

Hirokazu Tsuchida
Marutei Tsurunen
Emiko Uematsu

Tomoko Ukishima 
Yoko Wanibuchi

Toshio Yamada

Yasuo Yamashita

Tokushin Yamauchi
Minoru Yanagida
Susumu Yanase

Saori Yoshikawa
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cc:
Vice President Joe Biden 

The Honorable Hillary Clinton, Secretary of State
The Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary of Defense

The Honorable Carl Levin, Chairman, U.S. Senate Committee on Armed Services

The Honorable John McCain, Ranking Member, U.S. Senate Committee on Armed Services

The Honorable John Kerry, Chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations

The Honorable Richard Lugar, Ranking Member, U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations

The Honorable Ike Skelton, Chairman, U.S. House Armed Services Committee

The Honorable Howard P. McKeon, Ranking Member, U.S. House Armed Services Committee
The Honorable Howard L. Berman, Chairman, U.S. House Committee on Foreign Affairs

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Ranking Member, U.S. House Committee on Foreign Affairs
General James L. Jones, USMC (ret.), Assistant to the President for National Security
Questions or comments regarding this letter should be directed to: 

Mr. Hideo Hiraoka, Member of the House of Representatives

Rm. 341 Shugiin-Daini Giinkaikan

2-1-2, Nagata-cho, Chiyoda-ku

Tokyo 100-8982 Japan

Tel: 03-3508-7091

Fax: 03-3508-1055

E-mail:g06163@shugiin.go.jp
